


“The stake and the proportions of one of the:
Largest ternples in Ching was seisched as a el
tor this scheme and then camfuly manipulated o
1 the three-dirmensional spaces mojuind forihe
hoted,” zays L. For example, in the mew main
Iobiby, the riythmof the column spacing was
changed a create rectanguiar spaces ather than
the souane ke celebated in classt courtyard
Architscium. ALIhe sarre lirre, wa sought % elain
thee feed of the fracktional wooden stricture.”

Macem materiaks such a3 renforced conc e
wee ysad, but the scale of the colirmns and beams
Fratches that of the tien

“In ty pical royal gaden archiectue whie stucco
walls, ey stone and difenent shades of red wee
combined with exquisite and extensive decortion
says the designer T retained he basic principiss
bt i sinpler o and with mons restrained
colour paisties 10 5u it the contemporary feel that |
wian e o the hoted

The existing three-bevel kbby bar bu icling - set
behind the bbby building and &1 the centre of 1he
plan = was substantialy reconsiclerad The top ter
was resreved and then mebuit with accentuabed up-
turied saves and an irmproved, classically accurate
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laticnzhip with the two Ewer tfies

Preceding pages The centml
fobly bar was substantially
reconfigusd 3 priof the
upgrade 1o the Eadry Row |
e Hotel in Halkou by
archiects BLVD Intemational
Left1 Hobel main entrnce, 2
lably, 3 Lobby bar, 4 Westem
resta uraeh, 5 Chiness mstauant,
& Guestrooms, T Guest sutes,
8 Coutyar, 9 Gonlewrce
tacilfies, 10 Balleoom, 11 Fitness
centr, 12 Tourgroup bbby and
Second Buel ewnc utve lounge,
Right In the enfry by,
‘owering colm e in gkl

are sooempanied by ormae
chandshers anda backdrop in
imperial red Window grillss
create an ever-changing phy of
lightim Ehes gt indsrior.

EASTERN SPLENDOUR

Reinterprating the essence of traditional Ghinese impenal design ensuras
the Eadry Royal Garden Holel in Haikou extends an opulent welcome

Tima and goecgraphical shifls are apl o have
unhappy consequences far pure cesian s, and
the high style of Qing Dynasty irmpesial arc hitectues
In Northarm China i neexception. Passing decades
ancl tashions have seen the tarous grand palaces
andt garciens in the north miseprsented ssewhens
In a koser Scutheast Azian style ar even a mone
sirrplistic Medfleransan kak

Drigenal Chinase roval achiechimand gacien
clesign provided the in: o few the minvented
fiwe-star Eacly Royal Garden Hetel in Haikou
The hoted was first buit fo celebrate the rohness
of Chiness archiectum, but ks proportons had
been Ikconsicema and the msul was mone bie a
popular take on the crigial, wilh [t sttention paid
to historical accumacy. Archiect and intesor design
fiern BLVE International urcestonk the revarmp, with
inteeisr designer Honglei Liu at e heim

By ekl was b intmcucs the magnificence of
eyl garen ah fectune fo South China, However,
At the sarre tire | had to masry this sfined style
with the comon and convenence expaciad by
guests ata five-star hoted Toach eve this | had to
look: o 1w past and ako to e ends in presant
clay, fhe-star hospitality

The woark: was cetailec] and comprehessive —a
new garnd lebby was bult, and the bar behinc it
substantally mworked Albng with new restaurants
and faciities, the arganal ground -evel gardens
were chop ped fo baserment el While this meant
thast considherabie structursl and design work was

i, The drarra and eneyment of thess natural,
yet syrrretrical, caves was enhanced, Lin says

“Iwanted bo cmate an envirenment whese guests
wess ol foed they wens in a truly regal space = not
sore falk, pastiche or imfation prccl”
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While the look has been o creste

an authen tic 2o phene, design Cancassong have
been mack o medem achiecture. The omate

ing the grand, otd-workd fesl of regal
structues in Nerthern China, 1he hotel ako reflacts
the expectations and ool of guests today

Bebour T fes e tive lounge
roception has goicfinksfed
column and 4 cefing
netemnoes folding stmens

carved and decorated ceilings seen in ancient g wiell & respecting a sticlly classic dectring, The heming bones patismed fioor
imperal palaces have been mpacec here with the rencaration was influsnced by recenm dessgn it i Primile.
simpler clark fimber mtters with a deep red sotit trencls,* says Liv, *For example, glazed coors and Right top The bty bar Ssstues

This craakes a contrasting, contemparnary patem

Scmens were infrocluced befween the guest rems

whh 2 andlat tives no

and prvacy and

T ek hawe st
been simpified to featare a rocem Chinese scmen
patherm in a single colour

"l ako wanted ko treduce the conceptola
quadmngularcourtyard — 5l beyuan in Chinese - o
South China and o the Haikou projct. & prirary
tunction of a tve-star hotel i ke offer prvacy andl

cliviciual rore

Te turther clevelop thes e, In some anes
particn of the roof struciure were mmoved to
crsate new CoUrtyarc for some of the guast sultes.

“The fraciional raval gasien architecture has
reappearsd rioet recently only in Morth China and
In the mgkns ef Beding, Cne e the rest Fnparant

tracitional arnate gribes, bt
hese arein metal rather than the
o ¢ lssical wood

Right nsiddle The (fnese

rest umk k5 decorated with
trackioml ink dewings of the
lotus Thoweer = @ mobt meened
0r important s paces

Right lower Guest ke hawe
themes, such a5 peace, harmony

soltude, o | frisd o sliow of the

in Haikou was o cres

garien UL R i

of higlerical icance.

partialy enclesed fashion - fo evoks the concept o
heaen and hurnan, united as cne.”
This was in part why Liu crepped the dentical
courtyands by an entire evel - so that guests could
it 2k e =3
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1 bedeve that what | have created i nof an exact
copy, bt a pemonal inkerpretation that corbines
ancient and mrodem - a new stageof the erignal
architecture,* says Liu. "We cannot shvishly copy
history but we can cesign & rrake it mappeart™

and - Here, dark
veood elements areoftset by the
simpe, refined decor

Bebosr e of thes biad courtyarcs
Hhat was wasred by 3 leved
the: meit. A gymnas m and guest
Fei: bk Ouf 06 i s pace

Localion Haikou Exdry Royal Gaoen Hotel

{Ha ou City, Chira}

Architect Yun Du 048, ARIDG, BLVD Intematorel

Inferior designes Hongisi Liu &R D10, BLVD Inemat onal
Shensten Zho i

Decoration and Lonstruction

Landscaping EDFA Design, Shanghai

oot Roll focfing Tik

Faming Looty: Ha dihefvang, Nardeihl tom Sherzten

Argeo Stone; Chirese mataursn. Yidk b Beiinhua from

kel Ston, camet fom L Carget, subes Yehl

Helntin from Giobal Stone, carpet fom Xinyw Capet

Wallervarings Lobly: Shenveen BaiSusn 2 fom Huateng

‘W, Yickli Lashuss bi from Yira Stons, grey oot

from Qi vy Fiooring, mstaurart: art ghass from Shenaten

Dok, 2yl from Richang, $hceo paint from Seze,

wond venees from Hifeng, sutes: katfer upho ey trom

Ghengguang Fabric, beige 3tone from Wa rdefeng Stone,

s koo 110 ke Buiksing Hatenats

Lighfing Decceative ghting from Dongfang Lishting

Reception irnitwe and other major pieces

Dongtang Husel Fumitume

Bathroen §ttings HOG Tawan

{ther companents Lobby: Acryic Water Mountain ink

painting on teatum wall, bbby bar. Beljng Oper masks in

g bends, suites: erbmidered f1bric in bmimted ghss,

custom carpet inspired by Ghinese ink pabting

Sioay by Charles Macham
Photography by Sum Xangyu
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